News from the Governors – November 2011
Governors’ & Staff Social
On 6thOctober, the governors held an informal teatime social for staff at the school. It was an enjoyable occasion complete with a range of mouth-watering cakes. It was a good opportunity for us to get to know Mrs Rachel White, our new Deputy Head and Miss Kelly Davis who has taken on one of our Reception classes. Some teachers also used the occasion to show governors very creative work done by the children in their classes.

SATS Results

At Bishop Henderson our results are consistently higher overall than the national average in both Key Stages, including level 5’s at the end of Key Stage 2. 

While we don’t wish to see SATs viewed as the focus of our children’s time at Bishop Henderson, we are particularly pleased when they manage this level of attainment.  

Our aim is for learning to be through a broad, rich and relevant curriculum; to be fun and for children to want to make progress for their own benefit rather than to simply look good in the narrow focus of league tables. 

We are keen to support the school’s experiential learning approach, promoted through trips and first hand experiences. We are also keen to support Mr Gregory and his leadership team in involving the whole family in learning in a variety of ways.  Your child’s class teacher will be happy to suggest activities, which can be done at home to help with this area. A particular emphasis will be in encouraging children to want to improve their writing skills.  

Collaboration with other schools
We are exploring with neighbouring church schools opportunities to work together, with the aim of securing a better outcome for our children than we believe could be achieved by adopting academy status at the present time.
Teachers, with governors’ encouragement, are also working closely with other local schools to share best practice whilst supporting, and learning from one another. 

Governors’ Effectiveness
At our last meeting, the governors spent some time considering our effectiveness in working with the school and we have a number of ideas about how we might be more effective in helping the school to improve the experience and prospects of our children. 
Fundraising
Our fundraising plans continue.  A successful New to You Sale was held recently, and with the Friends, we plan to run more of these in the future.
Parents’ Views about the School
We were pleased to see the feedback from the parent questionnaire and the topics discussed at Parents’ Forums last term. Overall responses have been very positive.  Staff are now following up the suggestions and comments made. If you have any comments or questions about what is happening in school, we would encourage you to share them with your child’s class teacher or the Senior Leadership Team at any time, rather than just when the School sends out a formal request for feedback.
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